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gether. You’ve got the right slogan, Lake
Charles. Let’s live by it. Let’s know that our
responsibility begins by showing up on Tues-
day, November 5th, to vote for it. And let’s
build that bridge together to the 21st cen-
tury.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:08 p.m. at
Northrup Grumman Corp. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to former welfare recipient and Northrup
Grumman Corp. employee Jami Lowe. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 6946—United Nations
Day, 1996
October 24, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Each year we dedicate a day to celebrate

the United Nations because it represents
America’s commitment to an institution dedi-
cated to the promotion of peace and free-
dom.

The United Nations was born at the end
of World War II, as the international commu-
nity sent representatives to San Francisco to
sign the official charter. The world’s sov-
ereign countries came in search of peace,
freedom, tolerance, and cooperation after a
period when many worried that the world
had lost these ideals forever. These ideals be-
came—and still remain—the bedrock prin-
ciples of the United Nations Charter. And
although the United Nations has not yet real-
ized all its founders’ aspirations, these ideals
now touch more people in more nations than
ever before.

International cooperation—as exemplified
by the work of the United Nations—offers
the opportunity for nations to work together
in addressing worldwide problems like eth-
nic, tribal, or interreligious disputes; famine,
drought, or epidemics; natural disasters, war,
or refugee crises. On United Nations Day,
we recognize this unique institution’s role in
helping individual nations come together as
a community to make life better for all peo-
ple.

To be sure, as we celebrate its 51st anni-
versary, the U.N.’s challenges are very dif-
ferent from those the world faced at the close
of World War II. But the challenges are real
and substantial. There are, for example, still
too many places in the world where failed
ideologies increase the suffering of people
rather than making their lives easier; where
human rights and human dignity are not offi-
cially recognized; where nuclear weapons re-
main a threat to the world’s security; where
honest and impartial observers are needed
to ensure free democratic elections; and
where international expertise is needed to re-
place ecological damage with sustainable de-
velopment.

Americans are justifiably proud of the role
our country played in creating the United
Nations as part of a network of global institu-
tions intended to reduce the chances of war
and economic depression. We continue to
recognize that, in a world of increasing inter-
dependence, the United States’ engagement
and leadership in the United Nations is as
important now as it has ever been. We will
also persist in our efforts to achieve the re-
forms necessary to ensure that the organiza-
tion is prepared to meet the demands of a
new era and that we as a Nation honor our
commitments to our fellow members.

On this special day, as we honor and cele-
brate the work of the United Nations, let us
renew our commitment and determination
to work with our fellow members to maintain
international peace and security, to strive for
a higher quality of life, and to champion
human rights for all peoples.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 24, 1996,
as United Nations Day. I encourage all
Americans to acquaint themselves with the
activities and accomplishments of the United
Nations and to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and activities
furthering the goal of international coopera-
tion.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-six, and of the Independence of
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the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-first.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 25, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 28.

Remarks in Marrero, Louisiana
October 24, 1996

Thank you. Thanks. Thank you very much.
Well, let me—I was listening to Yvonne
McPherson talk, wondering if she was Rev-
erend McPherson. [Laughter] And when she
really got stirred up I thought, if this lady
passes the plate we’re all going to leave here
broke. [Laughter]

Thank you. Thank you for your wonderful,
wonderful words and your wonderful exam-
ple. Thank you, Lieutenant Rénee Washing-
ton, for your 18 years and for the work you’re
doing to make our children safer and for your
great remarks. I want to thank all of you for
making all of us who don’t live here feel so
welcome tonight.

I understand the West Jefferson High
School Band played. I thank them for that.
I want to thank Congressman Cleo Fields for
coming with me tonight and for all the work
he’s doing on our behalf. Thank you. My
good friend Congressman Bill Jefferson, who
plays both sides of the river here, and that’s
good politics. Sometimes it’s not good in pub-
lic life to straddle the fence, but I picked
up pretty quick it’s a good thing to straddle
this river. [Laughter] If his in-laws hadn’t
been from here, I think he would have
moved them over here just to make sure he
was covered.

Thank you, my good friend Senator John
Breaux, for all you do for Louisiana and all
you’ve done for me. Thank you, and God
bless you, sir. Thank you, Mary Landrieu, for
running for the Senate and for standing up
for what is right and supporting our crime
program. Thank you. And Sheriff, thank you.
I want to thank everybody in the sheriff’s de-
partment who’s worked on this program. I
understand that Deputy Chief Gus Clavery
has done a lot of work on it and others have.

But this STAR program is an example of an
issue that I think is very important.

When I ran for President, I found people
all over America frustrated and angry by the
crime problem but nearly resigned to it.
There were no new ideas in many places,
so people said, ‘‘Just throw the book at them
and leave me alone and I’ll duck and dodge
the bullets’’—everywhere. But there were,
thank goodness, a number of local leaders
in law enforcement like Harry Lee—there
isn’t really nobody like Harry Lee, but you
know what I mean. [Laughter] People that—
I wasn’t going to say this, but I’m going to
say this. As you know, it’s fairly well known
throughout the country that I enjoy a meal
now and then. [Laughter] And last time I
came to New Orleans—I always love to come
here, and I’m always angry if they make me
leave without eating when I’m in here. So
Harry took John Breaux and me to lunch,
and I was finally with somebody I didn’t have
to be a bit embarrassed by enjoying my lunch
with. I loved it. I loved it. And we had a
good one, didn’t we, Sheriff? [Laughter]

But the important thing—let me get back
to this. Law enforcement leaders like Harry
Lee who understood—and I found them all
around America—that it wasn’t only impor-
tant to do things right, it was important to
do the right things, which is very different.
It was one thing for a person with a badge
and a uniform on to look tough, be strong,
and not do anything wrong and quite another
thing for a person to always be searching out
new ideas, ways to involve people in not only
solving crime but preventing crimes in the
first place.

You heard him say up here when he
talked—he just picked up on something I
mentioned at lunch about the way New York
City had dramatically lowered the crime rate
by radically increasing its ability to move law
enforcement officers around every day
among neighborhoods based on where the
crime was moving. So I come—the next time
I come to Louisiana, he tells me he’s insti-
tuted the same thing. That’s what we need,
local leadership, citizens like Yvonne
McPherson, dedicated officers like Rénee
Washington, and law enforcement leaders
like Harry Lee who want to do the right
things as well as do things right.
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